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SEEING REALLY IS BELIEVING IN NIGERIA 
 
 
An estimated five million people are blind, or have impaired vision in Nigeria, and around 
130,000 are children. As in many developing countries, Nigeria suffers from a lack of 
trained staff and equipment to enable the backlog of cataract operations to be reduced. In 
this part of Africa, the number of ophthalmologists is less than one per million people. 
With a scarce number of eye care professionals and lack of funds for such treatments, 
individuals and families in these parts of Africa rely on Standard Chartered’s Seeing is 
Believing (SiB) supported eye clinics in Ibadan and Kano for their eye care needs.  
 
Following the successful launch in 2010 of Standard Chartered Private Banks first vision 
centre in Kolkata the Bank has expanded further into our footprint by supporting two eye 
care projects in Ibadan and Kano, Nigeria, as part of our global SiB initiative. The SiB 
projects in Nigeria were launched in partnership with Christian Blind Mission (CBM), an 
international Christian disability and development organisation, committed to improving 
the quality of life of persons with disabilities and at risk disabilities in the poorest countries 
of the world. The USD1million fund raising target needed to fund these two projects aims 
to help over 2.7 million people in these two regions and the surrounding areas. It will help 
provide cataract operations to 34,500 people, support medical infrastructure and train 
health workers, nurses and doctors to provide eye care services in the community.  
 
In May 2012, I had the opportunity to visit our SiB sponsored eye clinic in Ibadan along 
with the West African Private Banking team and Head of Corporate Affairs Nigeria. It was 
a day that touched all of us in ways we never expected. The eye clinic serves all 
individuals from infants to the elderly. Many walked as much as five kilometres to receive 
treatment or services. Our host and Group Medical Director Dr. Ajayi, advised me that 
they do not turn away any individuals who need treatment. His biggest concern for why 
Nigerians were not receiving adequate eye care was due to the fact that many of the 
trained eye care doctors leave the country to work aboard. According to Dr. Ajayi, “the 
greatest problem at the Eleta Eye Institute in Ibadan is that the ophthalmologists are not 
adequately equipped. The clinic needs four ophthalmologists but only has one. The 
support from SiB has been able to provide funding to train staff and middle level 
personnel to alleviate the shortfall in trained staff”. 
The four hospitals serve between 250-350 people daily. Dr. Ajayi stated, “that over 5,000 
people have regained their sight and about one million have been treated for different eye 
problems through the involvement of the CBM’s eye clinics in Ago- Iwoye, Iseyin, Eruwa 
and Ibadan, in the Oyo and Ogun states. At least 1.5 million Nigerians require cataract 
surgery to be able to see.” 
 
I had the privilege of watching two cataract surgeries and seeing first hand and 
documenting how the project has benefitted the community. 
 
Since SiB support commenced in July 2011 
 
• 27,000 patients have been screened 
• 1,626 surgeries have taken place, including 1,429 adult cataract operations and 

15 paediatric cataract operations 
• 1,285 pairs of spectacles were dispensed 



	  

• Development of information, education and communication material 
• Raising awareness through radio advertisements and church organisations for 

the cause 
 
In conjunction with this visit, the Private Bank sponsored an art auction in Lagos with all 
the proceeds being donated to SiB Nigeria. This provided a great opportunity to raise the 
profile of SiB in Nigeria. The event raised USD65,000 through the auction and donations. 
Together we are making a difference. The monies raised will impact many lives and will 
go directly to delivering valued eye care services in Nigeria. All the money donated to SiB 
is matched dollar for dollar by Standard Chartered Bank until we reach our goal of 
USD100 million by 2020. To date we have raised over USD50 million including matching 
and are pressing ahead to achieve the target by 2020.  
 
 
I feel so lucky to have been able to visit the Eleta Eye Institute in Ibadan with my 
Standard Chartered colleagues. We have all become champions for SiB after having 
experienced the incredible work Dr. Ajayi and his team do everyday. I am proud the funds 
we raised will help provide Ibadan and Kano projects support for training, surgeries, 
education, surgical equipment and much more to help the communities in Standard 
Chartered’s footprint.  
 
If you would like to find out more about the projects or make a donation, please visit the 
SiB website. 
 
Kay Chiu  
Marketing Manager 
Standard Chartered Private Bank 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER 
This communication is issued by Standard Chartered Bank (“SCB”). Standard Chartered Bank is 
incorporated in England and Wales with limited liability by Royal Charter 1853, Reference number 
ZC 18. The Principal Office of the Company is situated in England at 1 Aldermanbury Square 
London EC2V 7SB. Standard Chartered Bank is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services 
Authority under FSA register number 114276.  
 
Some materials included here have been provided by third-parties. The information in the materials 
is based on sources SCB believes to be reliable. While all reasonable care has been taken in 
preparing it, none of SCB or its affiliates or subsidiaries accepts any responsibility or liability for any 
error, opinion or with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the information in it. It is for 
information purposes only. Unless otherwise specifically stated, all statements are solely SCB’s as 
at the date of this communication and are subject to change without notice. 
 
All rates and figures are for illustrative purposes. Past performance is not indicative of future 
performance. Any prediction, projection or forecast as to future movements, events or occurrences 
constitutes an opinion only and is not indicative of actual future movements in rates or prices or 
actual future events or occurrences. 
 
This document does not constitute any offer, recommendation or solicitation to any person to enter 
into any transaction or adopt any investment strategy, trade securities, or enter into any regulated 
investment agreement or collective investment scheme. The information in this document is of 



	  

general nature only and does not take into account the specific investment objectives, financial 
situation, particular needs or suitability of any particular person or class of persons. Not all 
investments are suitable for all investors. You should make your own independent evaluation (with 
the advice of your professional advisers as necessary) with respect to the risks and consequences 
of any transaction. 
 
Standard Chartered Private Bank 
Standard Chartered Private Bank is the private banking division of Standard Chartered Bank. 
Private banking activities may be carried out internationally by different SCB legal entities and 
affiliates according to local regulatory requirements. Not all products and services are provided by 
all SCB branches, subsidiaries and affiliates. Some of the SCB entities and affiliates only act as 
representatives of the Standard Chartered Private Bank, and may not be able to offer products and 
services, or offer advice to clients. They serve as points of contact only. 
 
In Hong Kong, Standard Chartered Private Bank is the private banking division of Standard 
Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) Limited (CE#AJI614) which is regulated by the Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority and the Securities and Futures Commission in Hong Kong. 
 
In Jersey, Standard Chartered Private Bank is the Registered Business Name of Standard 
Chartered (Jersey) Limited. Standard Chartered (Jersey) Limited is regulated by the Jersey 
Financial Services Commission. Standard Chartered (Jersey) Limited is also an authorised financial 
services provider under license number 9790 issued by the Financial Services Board of the 
Republic of South Africa. Standard Chartered (Jersey) Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Standard Chartered Bank. 
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